Pre-observation Discussion Worksheet

1. Discuss with the GSI the purpose of the observation and what both of you would like to get out of it. 

2. Establish confidentiality.  Let the GSI know that you will not be discussing the classroom observation with other GSIs or faculty, except when someone has an educational need to know.
3. Review the steps of the observation process.



A. Pre-observation discussion (30 minutes)
                      
B. Class observation 

                      
C. One-hour follow-up consultation with goal-setting 

Questions to ask GSI in the pre-observation discussion: 
1.  Do you have any previous teaching experience?

2. How do you feel your section(s) is going?




3. What subject matter will you be covering on the day of the observation?

4. How will you specifically teach the subject matter, i.e., what techniques will you use? 
5. Could you walk me step-by-step through your lesson plan?
6. What would you like the students to take away from this session?  
7. Are there specific questions that you have about your teaching or the teaching and learning environment in your classroom that you would like me to focus on as I observe your class, for example, student participation, pacing, sequencing, chalkboard use, handling of student questions, summarizing discussion, interactions among students, group work, questioning techniques, command of content, explanation of concepts, appropriateness of teaching methods, etc.


A._______________________________________________________


B._______________________________________________________


C._______________________________________________________

8. How do you feel about being observed?
9. Any questions?
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