
The Graduate Division is pleased to announce its sixth annual Summer Institute for Preparing Future Faculty.
The aim of this Institute is to enable graduate students to excel in all aspects of academic life as they pursue an
advanced degree at Berkeley and as they transition from graduate school to future academic careers. This year’s
Summer Institute will take place from May 28 - July 2, 2008. Graduate students who are nearing completion of
their graduate programs and beginning to prepare for the academic job market are encouraged to apply. For
this year’s program, approximately forty graduate students will be selected to be Institute Fellows.

Institute Fellows will be required to take the core course (From Graduate Student to Faculty Member) offered on
Wednesdays from 1-5 p.m. and one elective course (either Editing, Academic Writing, and Academic Publishing  or
Developing a Teaching Portfolio) which will take place on Mondays and Thursdays from 2-4 p.m. The program
announcement, application guidelines, and forms can be found at:
http://gsi.berkeley.edu/conf_wkshop/documents/FINAL-SummerInst2008_Apps.pdf.

Application Deadline: March 3, 2008, 4 p.m.

Should you have questions about the Summer Institute, please contact the Graduate Division’s
GSI Teaching and Resource Center at gsi@berkeley.edu or at 642-4456.

The following are selected comments from former Institute Fellows attesting to the value of the
Summer Institute in preparing graduate students for academic careers:

“A+++. Panels, care in instruction, quality of information.”

“My career goals have been clarified. I was generally considering the academic track—now I know where I want to be and what I
need to do to get there.”

“I definitely feel like I have an advantage over my colleagues who didn’t participate in the institute, and I would encourage them
all to apply next year.”

“A superb opportunity to learn how academia really works and to get my priorities in order.”

“I would recommend you give this as a regular course to ALL graduate students wanting a faculty job.”

“One of the most useful courses offered at UC Berkeley for graduate students.”

“Overall, the course was everything it promised. I feel like after so many years in graduate school, this is the first time I’ ve gotten a
comprehensive, systematic presentation/picture of what the field is really like…”

“I definitely feel more prepared for the job market and for my first faculty job. I think I have realistic expectations about my roles
and responsibilities, and I’ ve gotten resources to identify my deficiencies (and strengths) while I have time to work on them.”
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 “Now that I have a clearer idea of what’s required—the task seems less daunting. Clarifying my goals has also energized me in my
graduate research, and given me ideas for goals in my post-doctoral work to make the transition to faculty member easier.”

“It certainly made me feel better educated about what to expect and helped me to identify important things to consider in the job
search. I also feel like I have a much better sense of where to look for information that I will need, and also that I have received lots
of practical ‘mentoring-type’  advice from panelists.”

“I did not know much about what it was like going on the job market and I think I now know everything I should in order to be
prepared for the whole process. The readings, the discussions, the panels, and talking to the students in the course—all were so
helpful in getting a complete picture of my future.”

“Seeing super-competent, motivated, savvy and successful academics makes me feel like I can and want to do this. Even better,
meeting the other graduate students reassured me that I’ll be surrounded by people I want to work with.”

“I came in with a vague sense that I was dedicated to education as a way of making the world a better place. But I suspected that
I’d have to compromise and set this aside at times. Now I feel that I can keep this objective in mind and use it to motivate my
work.”

“I cannot imagine becoming a faculty member without having taken this course. It de-mystified the process a great deal.”


